Ketamine-related cholangiopathy: a retrospective study on clinical and imaging findings.
Ketamine is a commonly abused recreational drug in Southeast Asia. There are emerging reports on ketamine abuse causing liver injury and biliary dilatation. This retrospective study aims to investigate the clinical and radiological features of this condition. A retrospective search in the database of our institute was performed from January 2008 to February 2014 for patients who were ketamine abusers, with deranged liver function and/or epigastric pain, and had computed tomography of the abdomen or magnetic resonance cholangiopancreatography. Patient demographics, clinical data, and radiological findings were reviewed. Twenty-six patients (11 male and 15 female) were included in this study. Eighteen (69 %) patients had fusiform dilatation of the common bile ducts (CBDs) without evidence of intrinsic or extrinsic obstruction, and non-dilated intrahepatic ducts. The degree of CBD dilatation correlated with duration of abuse. In five patients who achieved abstinence, the CBD dilatation showed improvement. Ketamine-related cholangiopathy manifested as fusiform dilatation of the CBD without evidence of obstructive lesions. Severity of CBD dilatation appears to be correlated with the duration of ketamine, and the condition is potentially reversible in abstinent patients.